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AYM Supports Bates Murder Tagging Findings








The Association of Youth Offending Team Managers (AYM) maintains that tagging of offenders is a useful tool when used alongside a range of measures as part of supervision in the community. 

The Inspectorate's report was critical of the manner in which tagging was carried out by a security firm two years ago. The AYM is aware that those criticisms of tagging operators are still relevant today and fully supports the recommendations made in the report for improvements to tagging.

YOTs are statutory partnerships with staff from a range of professional backgrounds including the police, child-care, education and health services.   All are committed to protecting the public from the criminal actions of children and young people whilst working to prevent further offending. The report pointed out that, despite every effort being made to supervise offenders in the community closely, some who are determined to offend will do so regardless.  

AYM Chair Pauline Batstone said: “The AYM deeply regrets the death of Mrs. Bates and the involvement of a young man, under supervision to a Youth Offending Team, in her killing. Association Members are committed to ensuring their staff supervise offenders appropriately, in line with the National Guidelines for Supervision of Offenders.”
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