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AYM Opposes ‘Shaming’ of Young Offenders

The AYM (the Association of Youth Offending Team Mangers) is vehemently opposed to the proposal that young people undertaking service to the community, as part of court Referral Orders, should wear distinctive clothing to publicly ‘shame’ them as ‘offenders’. 

“Political pandering to appease a misguided blame culture is not the way to proceed in youth offending, Says AYM Chair, Pauline Batstone. “This proposal would undo so much of the good work my members are currently achieving right across the country.”

The Association, which represents two-thirds of the YOT Managers across England & Wales, is totally against this idea for the following reasons:

· It has long been a principle of British justice that children and young people who offend should not be publicly identified so that their future life course and job prospects are not further damaged, through public humiliation of them and/or their families 

· This principle recognises that children and young people who offend tend to be among the most deprived and marginalized in our society 

· The anti-social behaviour legislation in relation to publicity has already contravened that principle, with the consequences of undermining the work being done by Youth Offending Teams to integrate those children and young people into their communities. It has also contributed to increasing public fear of crime. 

· This proposal would exclude children and young people who offend even further from law abiding society and could push them into the criminal underworld of gangs and the socially excluded. 

· It may also make them easy prey for those who feed their perversions by identifying vulnerable youngsters for sexual gratification.

· When offenders change their ways, as so many do, it is usually because they have something legitimate worth living for and have acquired a feeling of social belonging.   

AYM Chair, Pauline Batstone, says: "Such humiliation may work on adults who have some standing to lose in society.  The children and young people affected by this proposal don't have that status and such a proposal can only further confirm their status as social outcasts.  Let us remember that respect has to be earned and given before it will be received and we are trying to build young offenders respect for society.”

She continued: “One thousand new offences have gone on the statute book in the past eight years. The proposal appears to be more to do with making political capital than reducing offending. If the government wants to build public confidence in community punishments, they would do better to publicise the tremendous amount of unpaid work, thousands of hours, which young offenders do each year under the supervision of dedicated YOT staff all over the country."

Ends.

Notes to Editors: 

National AYM Chair, Pauline Batstone, can be contacted for interview at her offices in the Bournemouth& Poole YOT Service, 5 Hyde Road, Bournemouth BH10 5JJ. Telephone: 01202 453939. Fax: 01202 453940 or email: pauline.batstone@bournemouth.gov.uk 

The AYM, which represents more than 80 Youth Offending Team Managers across England & Wales, has launched its own website (www.aym.org.uk) designed to appeal to YOT Managers, politicians, the media and the wider public - with areas to promote the role of the AYM, youth affairs and career opportunities in Youth Justice.
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