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AYM Holds Post-Election AGM 

The AYM (Association of Youth Offending Team Managers) is holding its Annual General Meeting in the shadow of the General Election on Monday May 9, 2005.

More than 50 YOT Managers, who will be keeping a watchful eye on whichever party forms the next government, will attend the organisation’s fourth AGM - held over two days at the Moat House hotel in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Keynote speakers at the two-day conference include Professor Rod Morgan, Chair of the Youth Justice Board, Judge David Fletcher from the new North Liverpool Community Justice Centre and Tony Hunter, President of the Association of Directors of Social Services (ADSS). Rod Morgan will look at the political landscape’s likely effect Youth Justice in the aftermath of the election. Judge Fletcher will talk about developments in the radical new criminal justice project on Merseyside. ADSS President Tony Hunter will talk about the Change For Children Agenda.

On day-2 of the Conference there will be a discussion on a proposed constitutional amendment to allow full voting rights for Associate Members. Followed by policy motion debates on Anti-Social Behaviour, Schedule 1 Offences and Diversity.

AYM national Chair Pauline Batstone, who is head of service at Bournemouth & Poole Youth Offending Team, says: “This year’s Conference falls a few days after a General Election and its vital that YOT Manager’s views continue to make an impact on the political debate around Youth Justice.”

Ends.

Notes to Editors: 

N.B. In order not to inhibit debate, the Conference is NOT open to the media. But national AYM Chair Pauline Batstone will be available for interview before and after the conference.

To arrange a pre-conference media interview with Pauline please contact Stewart Goodwin on 07733 061949.

The AYM AGM officially begins at 14.00 with Opening Remarks from the Chair, Pauline Batstone, followed by a keynote address from Prof. Rod Morgan.  It concludes, after a plenary discussion on Phase 2 of the new website, at lunchtime on Tuesday, May 10, 2005.

The AYM, which represents more than 80 Youth Offending Team Managers across England & Wales, has launched its own website (www.aym.org.uk) designed to appeal to YOT Managers, politicians, the media and the wider public - with areas to promote the role of the AYM, youth affairs and career opportunities in Youth Justice.
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