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Press Release


dated 17th May 2004

Top Duo address YOT Managers AGM

Last Thursday, the 13th May, the 3rd Annual General Meeting of the Association of Youth Offending Team Managers (AYM) was addressed by both Professor Rod Morgan, recently appointed Chairman of the Youth Justice Board (YJB) and Andrew Cozens, President of the Association of Directors of Social Services (ADSS). 

Prof. Morgan welcomed the opportunity to strengthen the links between the two organisations (YJB and AYM). He highlighted that in his first few weeks in office he had been impressed with the dedication and quality of work by YOT staff who worked with children, their families and victims of crime who have had contact with the youth justice system. 

Andrew Cozens paid tribute to the way YOT managers have led the way in creating successful multi-agency services for preventing youth crime. However, there was a need that YOT managers continue to position themselves to influence the developing agenda resulting from the Children’s Bill. In particular, he emphasised that YOTs clear preventative agenda needs to integrate into both the Crime and Disorder and the Children’s’ Service Plans. 

Pauline Batstone, incoming Chair of the Association, said, “I am delighted and honoured to have been elected to this post. I very much welcome the opportunity to work with colleagues in ensuring the Association continues to be central to the development of the national youth justice agenda and to represent members as the voice of authority on youth crime matters. 

Ends

Notes for Editors:

Pauline Batstone had a professional background in the Probation Service for 25 years and was a District and County Councillor for sixteen years. She was appointed as Youth Offending Team Manager for Bournemouth & Poole in 1999.    Pauline has always been a keen supporter of the Association. She has previously held a position on the Executive as the south-west regional representative.  

The Association of Youth Offending Team Managers was established in 2001 to

· represent their collective views on youth crime issues, and  

· promote public understanding of youth crime and its causes.

Youth Offending Teams were established in April 2000 by the Crime and Disorder Act to supervise young offenders and prevent crime. 

There are 155 Youth Offending Teams in England and Wales.

Police, Probation, Health, Education and Social Services all contribute to Youth Offending Teams. Managers of YOTs tend to have a background in one, or more, of these partner agencies. 

For further information on the Association of Youth Offending Team Managers contact:

Pauline Batstone, Service Manager, Bournemouth and Poole YOT 

on 01202 453925 

Andrew Mercer YOT Manager at Bedfordshire on 01234 363222.
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